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Commitment

We are grateful for the opportunity to annually renew our Nature Explore

certification, as the process helps us maintain focus on continued improvement.  As 

a campus-based demonstration and laboratory program, we have a responsibility to 

model best practices in our community, including connecting children with the 

natural world. Our efforts focus on commitment to 3 “big ideas”

u Sustainability & ecological responsibility

u Loose parts play

u Collaborations within and external to our campus

The following slides share highlights of our work in 2020-21 on these ideas
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NAEYC Week of the Young Child
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We often engage our parents in 
school projects. This year we 
built a Little Library for our 
community and hosted a book 
drive for our school. We 
celebrated this NAEYC’s Week 
of the Young Child and in 
collaboration with Earth Day! 



Outdoor Garden Mural 
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In the spring the children 
planned and designed the mural 
in our school garden. Student 
volunteers from other 
departments on campus 
volunteered to collaborate with 
us!  



Routines
uRoutines and daily hands-on activities 
continue to be an enjoyment for our 
students. These are an opportunity for our 
children to develop ownership and 
responsibility. 
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Learning about habitats 
and animals around us

u This year we enjoyed a visit 
from the Grice Marine Lab. 
We also took many walks 
around our campus and 
community to observe local 
wildlife and habitats. 



Learning about 
habitats and animals 
around us

u Our outdoor space invites the 
children to observe the natural 
changes in the seasons and the 
process of how plants 
decompose. It is also an 
opportunity to observe 
lifecycles of insects and other 
creatures.
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Loose Parts

8.12.21.NE_Recertification

uThe children develop their 
imagination in child centered 
play all the time. They are able 
to explore a variety of loose parts 
including carboard boxes, wood, 
pulleys, rocks, stumps, tubes, 
fabric, and outdoor objects they 
discover on the playground or 
from our nature walks. 



Loose Parts
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Our outdoor area continues to foster 
imagination, exploration, and risk 
taking. The children are able to use 
loose parts in a variety of ways to 
expand their creativity. 



Music and Art in Nature
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Children engage with the natural 
environment in a variety of ways 
including through music, arts, and 
developing gross motor skills. 



The Garden

u Gardening continues to be a focal 
point of outdoor life at ECDC. This fall 
the children helped to plant the 
garden and observed the growth that 
took place daily. The children make 
ongoing discoveries and observations 
in the garden.
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